Minutes

West Rutland Select Board

Monday, July, 21, 2014

Present:  John Harvey, Pete Bianchi, Mitch Frankenberg, Sean Barrows, Chet Brown, Mary Ann Goulette.
Others present:  Jayne Pratt, Mike Moser, Dwayne Gorham, Michael Whigham, Kelly Swarthout, Jim Crawford, Rick Fredette  Leona Mindard, Steve Czacher, Diane Czachor, and Don Ramey, Joe Skaza, 

Call to order:  John Harvey called the meeting to order at 6:00 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda:  Sean made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Chet seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Approval of Minutes:  Chet made a motion to adopt the minutes of 7/7/14 as written.  Sean seconded and motion passed unanimously.

Public Concerns:  None

Discussion Itens:

A. Community Solar Garden Proposal:   Map of proposal was shown and reviewed  (Jim Crawford).  The proposed site is the Gorham property.  It will be a ground mounted system with a fence around the perimeter of solar array.  Once the system is constructed it will only need access a couple of times per  year.  Construction period will be three or four weeks.   Certificate of Public Good will be submitted right away.  Will honor all set backs of property owners.  Rick Fredette requested planting some trees on  his property.  No structures will be built on this property.  Project will not require much heavy equipment.  Will maintain a neatness contract on the project.  A glare study has been done and it will not have any impact.  There will be around 600 3 ½’ by 5’ panels that will run in rows.  Green Mountain customers can buy into the project.  One share is equivalent to one solar panel.   There will be a crew of people selling the panels.  Panels do depreciate over time.  The project is a 50 year contract.  Guarantee power for that long.  Maintenance is not a responsibility of the panel owners.  Escrow account is set up.  Decommissioning fund also has money put aside.

Cost of panel is based on your utility bill.  There are opt out options if you move.  

B. Sidewoak Study Alternatives Presentation on Campbell, Thrall and Clarendon Avenue.  Susan Gibson, Engineer, was not present.  Mary Ann reviewed the project on Campbell. Campbell has no sidewalk.  Main Street to Marble has no  parking on one side of street.  Suggested 5 ft. sidewalk with granite curb.  Identify the parking places on the opposite side of the road.  One option is to paint the sidewalk and not use a curb.  Mr. Ramey shared concerns about plowing and parking. 

C.  Clarendon Avenue:  Identified primarily because the recreation area on  Fairview is  a shared youth path.  Wanted to connect to Driveway at Dewey.  West side of Clarendon Avenue needs to be rehabbed.   Bike lane proposal which is shown in red on the map or regular concrete sidewalk.  Different look and different price.  

Next step is to review the new drawings and will invite the public again. Thrall Avenue was not discussed as there were no homeowners present.

Town Manager’s Report:

1.  Highway crew replacing road signs.  Idea is to auction off the old signs.  On line auction.

2. Sketch of Welcome sign near jug handle.  Made out of marble.    Will have solar lights on it.  Approved by state.

3.  Auditors just left and the audits went very well.  Great suggestions for moving money around.

4.
Sewer plant has two interns. Working on GPS mapping for manholes

Action Items:

Joe Skaza on ladder truck purchase.  Joe showed pictures of the ladder truck from Connecticut.  Certified the pump and ladder and will deliver it to us.  Will need rooms and food for two days.   Aug. 3rd is the date the truck will be delivered.  They will train our guys.  Steve Czachor thought it was a great buy.  

Chet made a motion to approve purchase of ladder truck from Red Truck Sales International for $80,000.  Mitch seconded.  Unanimously  approved. 

John Turco looked at the old truck.  He offered $4.000 and we want $5,000.  Motion by Chet to sell it for $4,000 to John Turco, Sean seconded.  Unanimously approved.  

Tractor Trailer Fire – couple hours of work.  Discussing whether to bill or not.  No hasmat was left to clean up.  

Fuel Bid Award:  Two bids for oil:  Johnson was $3.29 and  Mac was $3.05.5 today and 10 cents over rack.    Mary Ann recommending staying with Johnson.  Last year it was $3.19 from Johnson.  Chet made a motion to accept bid from Johnson for 3.29.9 – Mitch seconded and motion passed unanimously.

Gas only had one bid from Proctor Gas at $1.98 and last year was $1.54.  Last year used 20,000 of propane.  Decided to wait until next meeting to get other bids.  Diesel was market plus .10 from Mac.  Johnson diesel rack cost plus .25.  Last year the price was $3.40 and used 5,000 gallons.  Mary Ann will look into other prices.

Outside Consumption Permit for American Legion:  Wedding – Motion to approve by Sean and second by Mitch. On Sept. 27th.  Unanimously approved.    

Rollover of fund balance:  Auditors were just here and is finalizing numbers and have about $400,000.  We need to earmark projects that we want to do.  Roll $65,000 not used into paving this year  Top coat of Clarke Hilll, Highland Avenue and Pleasant Hills.  Work on Dewey.  $100,000 into Sheldon reconstruction.  Do part of the work this year and part next year.  $50,000 in for recreation and we had $70.000 estimate on Fairview.  Have a build up in sewer account.  Move some of the bond money.  $50,000 move into capital fund.    Do Harrison first replacing pump station to above ground.  Boardman Hill needs some work also .  Discussion on sewer equipment lean to for garage.  Chet made a motion to carry over the money as suggested.  Peter seconded.  Unanimous.   

Peter made a motion to transfer $150,000 to sewer capital fund for Sheldon Avenue, Harrison Avenue pump station and possible lean to for equipment.  Sean seconded,.  Unanimously approved.  

Board Member Concerns:

Chet:  Dewey avenue – crack is not opening up.  Needs a sign to slow them down.   Can include in the paving portion.  Need to do a study and clean out the brush down below.  Mary ann wants to hold off until fall.  

Pot holes around town especially Chapel Street.  Maybe the new guy can do some patching.

Second loader is being tried out.  Mary Ann thinks the cat will be better.  Volvo sent a second hand machine which we did not want.

Mitch:  Road coming into town looks nice.  

Sean:  Vermont Flag out front looks pretty tattered.  Lights might not be working.  Continue with street signs.    Center Rutland sewer and water?  Need to send in more paperwork.  Doing another mailing to members.  Hope to go to bid in the fall.  

Peter:  Highland Avenue eastside ditch – needs caution sides.  Very mushy.  Needs to be paved.    Trailer that parks in front of Mooney house should not be there.

Logging project on Clark Hill – we got $12,000.  Would like to see the road fixed up.

Mary Ann will look into it.  

Payorders were signed.

Adjournment:  Pete made a motion to adjourn at 8:00   Chet seconded.  Passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Charleen Bowen

